THE GUIDANCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
Romans 8:12‑14
The Holy Spirit is a guide. He provides divine guidance to men. This is a ministry that He has assumed primarily since the day of Pentecost. In the Old Testament men were given divine guidance in many different ways. Sometimes it was by a direct revelation of God Himself. At other times God sent His message of guidance through an angel. Dreams were also employed by God. The casting of lots and other things that almost sound magical to us were employed that men might know the mind of God on a matter.

On the day of Pentecost the age of the Spirit was inaugurated. Since that day of beginning, each believer is indwelt by the Holy Spirit at the moment of conversion. One of the primary things the Holy Spirit does is lead or guide. In this great statement by the inspired Apostle concerning the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we can find an answer to most of our basic questions about the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Let us take up our questions one by one and listen to the answer that is given in Scripture.

WHO DOES THE SPIRIT GUIDE?
About this there can be no doubt! "As many as are led by the spirit of God, they are the sons of God." Clearly the ones who know the guidance of the Holy Spirit are the sons of God.

This is a privilege that goes with sonship. But someone may ask, "Are not all men the sons of God?" The answer is negative. All men are not the sons of God in the sense "son" is used in this passage. This particular word is used of those who have a similarity of disposition, character, or nature. It is used of those who are the objects of a peculiar affection. But here it is used as a title for those who enjoy a peculiar dignity or advantage. It is a privileged position that has been bestowed upon them by the grace of God. That we are led by the Spirit of God is a primary proof that we are the sons of God. At a special time of doubt and confusion in my life, this is one of the verses that really provided for me a solid foundation on which to stand. I could not doubt that I had known the leadership of the Holy Spirit in my life. There was awareness as deep as life of having been directed by the Spirit of God. This is a privilege that belongs only to the sons of God.

This is not to deny that the unsaved do not know spiritual leadership. The problem is that there is more than one spirit in the world. It is true that the world knows a spiritual leadership. Paul reminds the Corinthians that they were "led" to worship idols. They knew a spiritual guidance when they were bowing before the false gods of the pagan world. The distinctive thing here is that we are led by the Spirit of the living and holy God of this universe.

WHEN DOES THE SPIRIT GUIDE?
Is this spiritual guidance something we know only in times of crisis? It can be debated as to how much emphasis should be given to the tense of this verb, but it is a Greek present tense verb. The present tense has the force of a continuous action. This would indicate that the Spirit is always guiding the sons of God. This is the habitual pattern of their lives. It is not something that just happens spasmodically in their Christian experience.

This would agree with the promise that God made through the prophet Isaiah. In foretelling the great day of privilege that was to come to God's people, the prophet wrote, "And the lord shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought and make fat thy bones". (Isaiah 58:11) "Continually" is the word that agrees with our text. He has promised that His leadership will be with His people continually.

This would agree also with the promise that the Lord Jesus gave to us. After giving to His disciples the commission to take the Gospel to the whole world, He assured them, "And lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the age." This promise surely includes more than just companionship. While it is important not to be desolate, the promise includes spiritual guidance. The Holy Spirit is always available and is always prepared to provide the Christian with guidance. If you are not now knowing the guidance of the Spirit, it is because you have been neglecting a privilege that belongs to the sons of God.

HOW DOES HE GUIDE?
The word used by the Apostle is a strong word. It means to drive, to lead, to bring, to guide. But how does the Spirit do this guiding? The Apostle does not offer any explanation in our text. However when we look into the Scripture as a whole we can find some definition of this word. The answer is that the Holy Spirit guides believers in the New Testament primarily by illuminating the Holy Scriptures. The Bible is God's instructions for the believer. The Holy Spirit is the teacher of the Scriptures. He aids the Christians in understanding and relating the Scriptures to the different situations they face in life. This illumination of the Spirit is an inner work of the Spirit, a work in the spirit of man.

Beyond the Holy Scriptures, the Holy Spirit guides by making sensitive the reasoning and common sense faculties of man. The conference at Jerusalem provides us with a wonderful illustration of such guidance by the Holy Spirit. The Christians were faced with a problem. The problem concerned the Gospel and Gentiles. In order to find a solution to the problem, they prayerfully assembled in Jerusalem to discuss it. In the meeting they heard from all of the people involved. Paul and his company were allowed time to share with the group their own experiences. James led them in a consideration of the Scriptures on this subject. After a thorough time of discussion, they came forth with a message to send to the Gentiles. This message explained "For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us" (Acts 15:28). The Holy Spirit led them as they openly and honestly faced the issues before them. He made them sensitive to the truth in this situation. This is so often the way the Holy Spirit guides. You are faced with a difficult situation. You do not know what to do. So you begin to prayerfully consider all of the options that are open to you. You consider what the circumstances are. Then you consider what principles of Scripture would seem to relate to such a situation. Then out of this, there will just come an inner conviction that this is what the Lord would have you do. The Holy Spirit had led you to the right decision. You move forward with a confidence the Holy Spirit has guided in the decision.

Maybe I should add the wise counsel of others as being another way the Holy Spirit guides. He does guide us through parents, pastors, teachers, friends, and counselors. A wise man will always seek the counsel of others before moving on important matters. If you would know the mind of the Lord, the guidance of the Lord, you must have a teachable spirit. He may be pleased to teach you through others.

WHERE DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT GUIDE?
Primarily He guides us toward moral freedom. This is the message of this immediate context. The distinguishing thing about the sons of God is that they are led by the Holy Spirit, and not by their flesh nature or the desires of their body. We have here an application of the great truth of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. "Therefore we are debtors, not to the flesh to live after the flesh. For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.'' The unsaved man lives by, is guided by, and is controlled by his flesh and his body. The old sinful nature that is within him, his own self interest, and the desires of his body will determine what he will do. But the Christian man is guided by, controlled by, led by the indwelling Holy Spirit. He leads a man to put to death, to kill the deeds of the body. He is guiding a man toward moral freedom.

In the letter to the Galatians Paul contrasts being led by the Spirit with being under the law. He writes, "But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.'' (Gal. 5:18). The way of the law is the way of bondage; it is seeking to live up to an outward standard, a standard of perfection. Those that are led by the Spirit are guided from within by this tender loving Person toward moral freedom. They are moved toward the very things which the law had placed as a burden on their back. This then is primary. The Holy Spirit is guiding us toward moral freedom and perfection. We are told by another statement of Scripture that love is the bond of perfectness.

Though it is not primary in this passage, Jesus told us that the Spirit guides us toward spiritual knowledge. He leads us into all truth. Jesus promised that this would be one of His primary ministries in the world. "Howbeit when He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide you into all truth." The primary truth into which He guides us is the truth about God and the Lord Jesus. He makes God known to us and leads us into a knowledge of the deep things of God. This is a part of His wonderful ministry of guidance.

Secondarily, He guides us vocationally and practically in the daily details of life. While these are the areas on which we place the emphasis, God places the emphasis upon the others. It is much more important to be what God wants us to be, than to do something vocationally. The Holy Spirit is guiding us then toward the fulfillment of God's purpose for our lives and toward the maturing in us of Christ‑like character.

You and I should be profoundly grateful for the guidance of the Holy Spirit. It is a privilege that is given only to the sons of God. This means that if you are knowing the leadership of the Spirit in your life, then you are a son of God. This is one of the basic Biblical tests you can apply to your life to determine whether or not you are really a Christian.

It is also a source of great encouragement to know that the indwelling Holy Spirit is seeking to help me become morally free and spiritually mature. It is encouraging to know that this is not something I must accomplish in my own strength. It is good to know that I have the help of God in this.

